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important intervention when Uttar Pradesh BJP State

President Swatantra Dev Singh was speaking about

the party’s impressive win in the recently concluded

bypolls in Azamgarh and Rampur, two Loksabha

constituencies having sizeable Muslim population.

PM Modi also urged the party leaders to undertake

“Sneh Yatras” to bridge the gap between the party

and people from the deprived and downtrodden

sections of minority communities like the Pasmandas.

Moreover, it is reported that BJP is all set to launch a

massive outreach programme targeting them after

the Monsoon session of Parliament, bringing out an

unprecedented attention towards the causes,

concerns and significance around the Pasmanda

Muslims.

t the recently held BJP national
executive meeting in Hyderabad,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
pointed out the need to reach out to
Pasmanda Muslims and to focus on
their upliftment.   He     made     this

BJP is about to launch a massive outreach programme for Pasmanda Muslims
after PM Modi’s call at the Hyderabad national executive meet. This article
analyses the implications of that move and plight and demands of the
marginalised-majority among Indian Muslims.

Who are Pasmanda Muslims?

“Pasmanda” is an umbrella term meaning “left behind”
in Persian, used to refer to all those sections within
India’s Muslim community who are historically and
socially disadvantaged and marginalized by means of
caste.

Indian Muslims are a very diverse community divided

in terms of sects, region, language, social habits,

cultural traits, occupational patterns and also caste

although it differs from the Hindu caste system in

details. Muslims in India are often categorised into

three broad social groups in which ‘Ashrafs’ are the

upper class Muslims who trace their origin either to

western or central asian elites or the upper caste

Hindus, the ‘Ajlafs’ comprise of the backward

traditional occupational groups and ‘Arzals’ who are

converts from former “untouchable” castes. The latter

two which jointly constitute roughly 80-85 % of whole

Muslim population are now increasingly identified

and organized under the label of “Pasmanda” to voice

against their oppression, discrimination and

marginalization. From the 1990s onwards, there is a

visible rise in the Pasmanda Movement with several

organisations leading from the front like the All India

Backward Muslim Morcha of Dr Ejaz Ali, and the All

India Pasmanda Muslims Mahaz of Ali Anwar from

Bihar, and the All India Muslim OBC Organisation of

Shabbir Ansari from Maharashtra.
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Victims of Double-Discrimination

Indian Muslims in general fare worse in most socio-

economic development indicators and have limited

political representation. There are several studies by

eminent scholars which reveal that Muslims currently

have the lowest intergenerational mobility and have

even fallen behind the Scheduled Castes in educational

attainment. Intolerance and hate crimes against

Muslims are growing exponentially in the highly

polarised social environment.

But, Pasmanda Muslims in particular are the worst

affected because of the dual burden of religious

identity and caste.

The secular spaces (having minimal Muslim

presence), religious institutions like the All India

Muslim Personal Law Board, the All India Milli

Council, religious organisations, various waqf and

madrasa boards and government-run minority

educational institutions like Aligarh Muslim

University, Jamia Millia Islamia etc. are

disproportionately dominated by upper-caste

Muslims.
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As per one analysis, of the 7,500 elected

representatives from the first to the fourteenth Lok

Sabha, only 400 were Muslims- of which majority are

from the Ashraf category which make up 10-15% of

the Muslim population while another study by Gilles

Verniers of the Uttar Pradesh legislative assembly

from 1993 to 2012 showed that upper-caste Muslims

occupied more than 70% of the total assembly seats

won by Muslims. Apart from the disenfranchisement

and marginalisation, Pasmanda Muslims most often

become the victims of cow vigilantism, lynching and

‘bulldozer justice’ and also caste based ill treatment

from fellow religionists. 

BJP’s Outreach to the Pasmandas 

The Bharatiya Janata Party claims that it has received

nearly eight percent of Pasmanda votes in the last

Uttar Pradesh state assembly election. The BJP

attributes the growing participation of Pasmanda

Muslims in the party’s minority morcha to the

various welfare schemes of the Centre and UP

government.

The party is trying hard to expand its vote base in

the community by conducting special training

camps for its cadre and labharthi (beneficiaries’)

meets, aiming at the upcoming Bihar state assembly

election and 2024 general election. The

appointment of Danish Azad Ansari (the sole

Muslim in the Cabinet) as the new minorities

welfare minister of Uttar Pradesh and the

appointments of other Pasmandas on various

boards and academies related to minorities in the

state can be seen as part of the outreach strategy.
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Observations and Conclusion

Pasmanda Muslims were “left behind” by major political

parties who tend to see Muslims as a homogenised

group and therefore gave their tickets mainly to the

upper caste elites who are richer, educated, wield more

land and power. They were always left out from the

developmental programmes of the state and suffered the

most in communal and caste violences. They have time

and again demanded conducting of a caste census,

implementation of Ranganath Mishra Commission’s

recommendation to include Dalit Muslims in the SC

category

(both to bring them under reservations, and offer

protection under the atrocity act against lynchings) and

state support for artisans, craftspersons, and

agricultural labourers, who are among the most

impoverished groups in the community.
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It seems that by projecting a pro-pasmanda narrative,

the party is attempting to improve its face in relations

with muslim minority and to gain electoral benefits.

Nevertheless, the BJP’s outreach plans should open the

eyes of opposition parties that always have a support

base among muslims, to look into the issues of

Pasmanda Muslims. Above all, the muslim community

in India should stop denying the presence of caste and

engender a transformative politics, which goes beyond

the binary of the ‘secular’ and the ‘communal’ and

fight for both the social justice of the marginalised

majority in the community and against the growing

hatred in the country. 

The sudden “love” of the Bharatiya Janata Party

towards Pasmanda Muslims is dubious and

paradoxical since they have always opposed caste

census saying it will divide Hindu community on the

lines of caste and stood against the inclusion of Dalit

Muslims in the SC category alleging appeasement.

Moreover, the Yogi Adityanath led UP government’s

order ending the flat electricity rates that weavers

had been entitled to (and enforcing unit-based

consumption instead), closure of slaughter houses

and non-renewal of licences made the lives of

Pasmandas more miserable.

The political appointments of few Pasmanda Muslims

by the BJP can only be regarded as mere tokenism

considering the facts that currently, there is no single

Muslim BJP member in the Uttar Pradesh state

assembly (Danish Ansari was nominated to the

legislative council) and the Parliament, and also no

Muslim in the Union cabinet for the first time in

history. If the BJP is sincere to the cause of Pasmanda

Muslims, the party should address their genuine

demands for representation, protection and

upliftment.
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T H E  C O N C I O U S  
P H E N O M E N O L O G Y  
O F  C A S T E
Written by Arpit Rituraj

Mirage of caste irrelevancy

         t is a predominant illusion propagated by upper-caste
academicians, pupils, politicians, and the media that caste
hierarchies are only held by the uneducated in the rural
areas, not by the 'learned' in urban and academic settings.
The unidentifiability of the traditional culture of
untouchability, the most heinous form of caste-based
segregation that has been seldom acknowledged, gives rise
to the notion that varied metropolitan institutions are
sheltered from the flames of casteism. Though the practice
of untouchability is prohibited under Article 17 of the
Indian Constitution, caste hierarchies manifest themselves
in a variety of ways, including uneven access to education,
internal industrial, sectoral domain struggles, and
malicious sabotaging in the forums of the lower caste by
the upper caste.

As it could be understood by the words of Harvard
Kennedy School Doctoral fellow Suraj Yengde, "The
privileged would protect their free privilege to the death,
afraid of dialogues on egalitarianism, which might lead to
questioning of their unfair position in society. " 

The communal and casteist expletives are deployed in all
the spheres of public life and they're tirelessly working
towards further  marginalization  and   subjugation    of the 

lower caste, and working-class groups even in the most
unanticipated field of academics. The fractures in the
framework laid to avert the very sham of the civilizational
disposition are time and again exposed in the face of
hollowed projection of unity and diversity.

In 2016, the institutional killing of Rohit Vemula brought
upheaval in the debate over Dalit concerns but little has
materialised in the supposed direction since then. Every
moment there's a Rohit Vemula in making somewhere in
the country, not 48 hours have passed since another Dalit,
this time a 19-year-old student of physiotherapy in Tamil
Nadu’s Nagapattinam district killed herself at her
residence allegedly after being harassed over her identity
and inability to pay the college fees. Such institutional
murder of a marginalised, disadvantaged student is not the
first one and seeing the trajectory, it doesn't seem like it'll
be the last either.

Hostility towards lower caste

I
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Their mere presence at educational institutions is
regarded as illegitimate, their shortfalls in various
activities are taken not as the inability of the faculty, but
as the 'inherent' inability of such students, which they
are cursed with since birth.

The sense of caste supremacy pervades the
manifestations infused by the dominant caste faculty
and students, who discover new methods to
discriminate against their underprivileged counterparts
while continuing the terrible practice of untouchability
in newer, usually unnoticed, forms. Oppressed students
and faculty members are generally hesitant to disclose
caste-based discrimination on campuses because of the
widely known audacity of the administration to take no
reparative or punitive action against the accused.

Several committees, studies, and standards have been
developed to combat caste-based discrimination in
academia in the last several years after some of the
Dalit/Bahujan/OBC students and teachers found the
fortitude to expose caste-based biases. In 2007, a
commission led by Sukhadeo Thorat, an ex-UGC chair
and Dalit thinker, discovered rampant caste
discrimination against Dalit and Adivasi students at
AIIMS Delhi. According to the commission, these pupils 

Despite the limited coverage, caste-based discrimination
against socially underprivileged students and staff have
been recorded in various situations. Yet, institutions
have consistently failed to establish a concrete
framework to recognize and prevent caste-based
discrimination by dominant castes. Acclaimed social
psychologist, Yashpal Jogdand, points out the
generalizations behind the humiliating and hostile
attitude of the upper caste towards the lower. 

Students who enter the avenue of elite institutes
benefitting through the affirmative policies, instead of
being seen as a symbol of falling rigid boundaries among
the hierarchical caste identities and uneven accesses
determined by association with them, are rather
perceived as a manifestation of the caste system in
India. Particularly in elite educational institutions,  the
caste system is kept alive by devious political leaders,
and there is an instilled dearth of humility in the
management, who see such students as undeserving and
their ranking dippers. Socially underprivileged students
are viewed not as students who have earned their due
place in the classroom, but as a burden resulting from
an already denied past and policy that no one wants to
acknowledge. They are perceived as the reason behind
causing the instructor to be sluggish.
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were 
not
Only 
discriminated
 against in 
instruction, 
evaluation, social 
setting, and cultural
 activities, because of their
 lower caste but they were also 
beaten and humiliated. 

Notwithstanding the Committee's recommendations
, most institutes do not have a functioning
 Equal Opportunity Cell that oversees the
 implementation of apt reservations for students 
and notifies them about scholarships, nor do 
they implement proper faculty reservations.
Another reason for the lack of compliance with regulations
and recommendations seen is that the duty of enforcing
them has ended up in the hands of Casteist Savarna
 (Upper caste) homogenous management, who
 are the perpetrators that engage in 
caste-based discrimination. These principles
 and suggestions have been purposefully
 ignored, necessitating a broader public debate
 and a call to action.

into the 
popularised term referred to as 

'merit.' The highly flawed 
conception of Merit has taken on 

Brahmanical undertones, 
maintaining caste systems 

and savarna authority.
 

The apparent concept of merit, which produces
 dogmas about who gets to develop and distribute 

what sorts of information, is a crucial reason for 
sustaining the casteist nature of our higher education

institutions. Rather than seeing reservations as a sort of
affirmative action that allows persons from oppressed
caste backgrounds to get access to education and jobs,

many people believe they undermine institutions'
meritocracy.

 
Dominant castes have secured the consolidation of their

influence in universities and professional arenas by
converting caste capital into social capital. Upper castes

have renamed themselves as "casteless," 
a status that can only be claimed by them. 

This allows them to perpetuate the false 
narrative that caste exists because of the 

state's quota policy, rather than because of 
widespread societal prejudice. The upper castes' 

portrayal of themselves as "casteless"
 has even contributed to the common 
misconception that caste is no longer

 significant among urban professionals.

Merit and castelessness

Lately, Indian prestigious institutions such as
 the IITs and IIMs have aided in the
 conversion of caste privilege, the
 accumulated exploits, derived out of
 systematic oppression of lower caste
 and curtailment of their prospects
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In the epilogue, here's the takeaway emanating
from the recent occurrences, unfortunately, we
witnessed, in April 2021, the HOD of the Hindi
Department slap a fellow  Professor from the Dalit
community at Lakshmibai College, University of
Delhi. At the same time, a video of a Professor from
IIT Kharagpur flinging abuses at students from the
concerned communities went viral. These issues
raise a pertinent, persisting question that we have
to ask: How many generations more will it take for
humans to let go of their internalized, casteist
temper? 

Caste may have sustained to be viewed as intrinsic
to Indic culture, though with no means it could be
proved that it is inalienable to human temperament
as well, precedential backing is essential but not
sufficient to avert the discriminatory treatment of
vulnerable caste groups, our motive to establish an
actual caste-less society could only succeed if the
realisation to deplore the hierarchical aspect of
caste as irrelevant is attained and so it's capacity to
determine the fate of individuals.

The false disavowal of caste goes in hand with a
“strategic caste-blindness” that is adopted by such
institutes when it comes to safeguarding the interests
of distressed students. Caste-based discrimination is a
major stressor and is responsible for the institutional
murder of Dalit minds, and the caste-blindness
adopted by institutes contributes to the same.
Institutes shy away from developing mechanisms to
address caste-based discrimination on campus since
the administration feels it will harm the ‘reputation’
of the institute.

By pretending to be caste-free spaces, institutions do
not take sufficient preventive or reparative measures
for the well-being of the students and faculty, and
thereby make people believe it to be futile to make
complaints about caste-based discrimination which
make these communities feel unsafe in the
institutions. Caste-based discrimination is a primary
stressor that contributes to eradicating
underprivileged cognisance, and institutes' selective
approach plays a major role in this.

Because the administration believes it will affect
their "reputation," institutes avoid implementing
procedures to address caste-based discrimination on
campus. By claiming to be caste-free environments,
colleges fail to take enough preventative or remedial
steps for  the well-being  of  students and  teachers,

making people from these communities feel
insecure in the institute and rendering complaints
against caste-based discrimination ineffective.

Conclusion
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SPACE 

COOPERATION AS A 

MEDIUM TO 

PROMOTE 

COOPERATION IN 

INTERNATIONAL 

RELATIONS

A CASE OF THE INDO-US 

SPACE COOPERATION

Recapitulating how India remarkably developed its space programme since
the post-independence period, this article is aimed at analyzing the role
played by international cooperation in particular, India-US space
cooperation. 

India and USA have demonstrated tangible cooperation in space missions
and explorations; the article ties this practice to liberal institutionalism and
explores how space cooperation may serve as a means to further cooperation
between states in the international system. 

In spite of the competitiveness between countries in this field, the article
explores how increasing cooperation can be fostered through a partnership
between nations in extra-terrestrial research programmes and ventures.
Possibilities of cooperation in the domain of space research are amplified by
mutual objectives such as advancement of technology, development etc. 

Finally, it also explores the limitations of such a premise in an international
relations scenario largely dominated by realist ambitions.

Written by Shivangi Basu
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politics in the 1950s-1960s; a period
during which the USA and USSR
were engaged in a cutthroat ‘space
race. Overcoming barriers such as
resource scarcity, energy needs, lack
of the status of an ‘industrialized’
and ‘advanced’ state etc, India’s
commitment to space exploration, 
 

research and technology
coupled with international
cooperation and the austerity of
the scientific community and its
research enabled it to
successfully commence its entry
into the “elite space club”. 

A sizable number of factors can
be identified as motivators
behind India’s pursuance of a
space programme including its
practical applications towards
the advancement of science,
technology and national, social
and economic development in
various sectors, promotion of
international cooperation
through the peaceful use of
outer space and a futuristic
perspective on the longstanding
relevance of space research. 

India is currently classified as a
“second-generation spacefaring
nation” along with nations such
as Germany, France, Brazil,
China and Japan with the USA
and Russia accounting as ‘first
generation spacefaring nations’
due to higher levels of space
dominance. India’s growing
advances in space in the 21st-
century highlight why the
domain warrants significant
focus vis-à-vis India’s global
positioning. 

India’s venture to develop an
organized and institutionalized
programme can be heralded as a
remarkable feat in particular owing
to the fact that India was able to
conceive and successfully establish
a space exploration programme
amidst the height of Cold-war 

Contrary to the competitive
approach of the space race and
the major world powers
involved in it, since inception,
India has extensively followed
an approach of strategic inter-
state and multilateral
cooperation in the outer space
dimension. This has been
exemplified in data published
on the ISRO website: 

India’s Approach to the 
Space Domain: 
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This article examines a crucial
question on the issue of space
cooperation between nations; when
it comes to space launches,
exploration ventures and technology,
is there a pragmatic possibility of
strong cooperation in the domain
accompanying the pursuit of
national interests among space
powers? In this contextual setting,
India’s space cooperation with USA
is studied as a template for states to
pursue strong international
cooperation extending beyond the
self-interest of states. Indo-US space
relationships date back to the
inception of India’s space
programme in the 1960s during
which the US played a fundamental
role. “International cooperation in
the peaceful uses of outer space” 

whose accomplishments were a
stellar example of ISRO-NASA
joint capabilities in advancing
space studies. In particular,
there has been a visible trend of
rising cooperation between USA
and India since the onset of the
21st century. 
An eminent development of
high relevance in Indo-US space
relations was the inauguration
of the NSSP (Next Steps in
Strategic Partnership) in 2004.
According to the Ministry of
External Affairs, Government of
India, the NSSP was a crucial
development partnership as it
paved the way for “greater
cooperation on strategic, energy
security, and economic matters”
and was a milestone achieved
during the Singh and Bush
administration in India and
USA respectively. 

“Establishment of Thumba
Equatorial Rocket Launching
Station (TERLS), conduct of Satellite
Instructional Television Experiment
(SITE) and Satellite
Telecommunication Experiment
Project (STEP), launches of
Aryabhata, Bhaskara, Ariane
Passenger Payload Experiment
(APPLE), IRS-IA, IRS-IB satellites,
INSAT series of satellites, Mission to
Moon, etc., have the components of
international cooperation.” 

India’s space cooperation is
inspired by the belief that there is a
possibility to look beyond
constraints of national interests
and foreign policy objectives in the
dimension of outer space through
international partnerships and
cooperative efforts. Currently, the
Indian Space Research Organization
(ISRO), one of the central
institutions of India’s organized
space programme pursues multi-
faceted cooperative efforts in the
domain of space exploration with
other countries on themes and
issues of global impact.

To that end, maintenance and
strengthening of strong bilateral
and multilateral relationships
between Indian space agencies and
those of other states have been
fostered in order to develop
international forums for the use of
outer space for peaceful purposes.
The evolution and remarkable
advancements achieved by India’s
space programme have presented
India as a materializing power in
the space realm thereby broadening
the scope for international
cooperation in space technology. A
plethora of visible arenas
highlighting the practice of inter-
state cooperation in sharing the
benefits of space technology exist
today. 

being a priority on the
UN agenda and proposals
for collaborative space
research by NASA
(National Aeronautic and
Space Administration) at
the third summit of the
COSPAR (Committee on
Space Research) in 1960
were significant
developments which
boosted policy-making
efforts to lay the basic
infrastructure of India’s
space programme. 

Further, there have been
many milestones in
mutual cooperation in
the domain of space
between the two nations
particularly the ‘TERL
(Thumba Equatorial
Rocket Launch)’ station,
the US Nike Apache and
more recently, ISRO’s
Chandrayaan-1 mission 

Indo-USA Space 
cooperation and its benefits: 
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creating opportunities for other
entities to engage in specific
cooperation activities in the
Indo-Australian space
cooperation domain. Australian
support to India’s ‘Gaganyaan’
space flight mission is another
relevant example of a budding
space partnership between
India and Australia.

One of the prime goals of this
programme was to buttress
strategic collaboration on civilian
space programs among peaceful use
of space technology among other
factors such as cooperative efforts
on missile defence, nuclear
proliferation, high technology
commerce etc. 

Thereafter in 2006, as an extensive
of the cooperative space
partnership, an MOU was signed
between NASA and its Indian
counterpart ensuring collaboration
on the lunar mission. 

Accordingly, in 2008, India’s deep
space mission to the moon
incorporated NASA-commissioned
payloads. 
On a concise note, it is apparent
that the robust strengthening of 

The long history of cooperation India
and USA share in the space domain
has also acted as a catalyst boosting
Indo-US relations in other fields. The
benefits of India-US space
cooperation are witnessed in the
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
which is taking shape. In addition to
its strategic relevance for India and
USA, QUAD has encouraged India to
take a leap forward in inter-state
cooperation with Japan and
Australia. Recent announcements in
2020 are illustrative of this fact. 

The NASA-ISRO SAR (NISAR)
mission; a joint collaboration for
earth observation to be launched
from Sriharikota in 2022 has been
announced. The inception of LUPEX
(Lunar Polar Exploration) a
collaborative project planned
between ISRO and JAXA (Japan
Aerospace Exploration) has
advanced prospects of Indo-Japanese
space cooperation. 

Moreover, ISRO and JAXA have
reviewed cooperation in earth
observation, lunar cooperation and
satellite navigation. Finally, ISRO
and the Australian Space Agency
(ASA) have conceptualized an
amendment to the “2012 India
Australia MoU for cooperation in
Civil Space Science, Technology and
Education” relegating ISRO and ASA
to a regulatory, executive role 

India-US space ties is one of the most
promising strategic partnerships
which has immense potential to
enhance not only bilateral ties but
also encourage greater cooperation
among states in the international
sphere particularly in relation to the
field of space. 

Perceiving the dynamics of
international space cooperation
from the perspective of
international relations theory,
India-US space cooperation can
be studied from the lens of the
liberal perspective of
international relations. Robert
Keohane and Joseph Nye,
pioneering proponents of
liberal institutionalism, have
elaborated on the centrality of
transnational organizations and
trans-governmental relations
which contribute to growing
inter-connectedness in the
international system ultimately
promoting peace and
cooperation. 

In the extensively globalized
network within which
international relations operates
today, bureaucratic structures,
departments, agencies and
organizations forming
components of the modern state
maintain relations with each
other on a trans-governmental
level. 

There emerges a possibility of
the emergence of trans-
governmental commonality of
interests between state sub- 

Boosting Space Cooperation 
with other countries: Is space-cooperation a 

means to promote 
international 
cooperation?
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Washington DC in the
aftermath of India’s delineation
as a nuclear power after its
nuclear test in 1974 led to a
situation of likely collapse of
the bilateral space cooperation
between India and the USA for
much of the 1980s and 1990s. 

It was only during the era of
President Bush that space
relations were restored to
normalcy.  

units resulting in alliance
formation, cooperation and
coordinative efforts. On balance,
inter-state interactions and
cooperation between different state
institutions on bilateral and
multilateral levels promotes inter-
connectedness and hypothetically
can overcome the ‘security
dilemma’ of states fostering peace
in the long run.

Conceptualized from this
perspective, the development of a
strong strategic bilateral
partnership in the domain of space
research involving space agencies
between India and the USA could
hold potentially stimulate a long-
term alliance and cooperative
relationship between India and
USA. 

Furthermore, increasing focus on
expanding the role of private
entities in the domain of space
technology is conducive to
cooperation between state and non-
state actors. Collaborations and
joint projects in the space sector
will foster complex
interdependence and linkages
between the two states encouraging
them to pursue mutual
development beyond strategic
national interests. Cooperation in
the field of space provides a suitable
forum for the development of such
cooperation. 

Nonetheless, a realistic perspective
on international relations would
refute such an agreement arguing
that cooperation between states in
economic, cultural, social,
humanitarian and even space
research domains is conditional on
the decision of state actors who act
solely on the basis of their national
interests. 

States are willingly involved in trans-
governmental and transnational
cooperative and collaborative
ventures and they may choose to
disassociate from bilateral
cooperation in any domain as per
their strategic objectives and
national interests. There has been a
multiplicity of instances depicting
this characteristic of states in the
international relations. For instance,
the emergence of a frictional
relationship between New Delhi and 
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This is an adept elucidation that
international cooperation in any
sphere, even space, is short-term
and may fail in the long-term due to
the inherent nature of realistic
states to pursue their strategic and
security interests over all factors. 

Moreover, cooperation in the field
of space is usually witnessed
between countries that have been
long-standing allies or have
previously demonstrated
cooperation in other spheres. 

Demonstrating an ever-accelerating relevance, the domain of space has
often served as the avenue for proxy conflict and rivalries as evidenced
during the Russian-American rivalry in the Cold-War era. 
Conversely, the space sphere has been one where states have exhibited
tendencies of cooperation and partnership. 

Despite the major changes in India and USA’s relationship over the course
of history, space cooperation has largely remained a constant variable
defining bilateral relations between the two. In this light, it must be
acknowledged that the field of space may hold potential in furthering
cooperation between states via strategic alliance formulation and a
mutual interest in space research, resource harvesting and utilization. 

Conclusion

MUST 
READS
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When Professor Kimberlé Crenshaw came up with the
concept of Intersectionalities in 1989, she had little to no
idea that the term would explode in this manner
worldwide, that too a couple of decades later. But
intersectionality has truly become one of the most
influential and significant concepts in both academia and
activism today. 

Professor Crenshaw used the term to describe how race,
class, gender, and other individual characteristics
“intersect” with one another and overlap. Intersectionality
is the concept that shows how in a real world, the
multiplicity of identities plays a role in generating different
and unique dynamics and experiences for different people.
It has shown how a single identity often doesn't adequately
define the personal treatment or experience a person has in
the society. 

In India, where there's an overwhelming magnitude of
identities and diversity, intersectionalities become an even
more important concept given the complexity of social
structures and dynamics of the subcontinent. 

We are often prone to see the world in 
binaries- the good and the bad, the right 

and the wrong, the oppressed and the 
oppressor. However, the real world is, as is 

often said, much more convoluted. This 
article sheds light on the complex 

intersectionalities of caste, class and gender 
in India.

 

Written by Siddhant Sinha
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It is no secret that homogeneity
rarely exists in any set of people. No
movement can claim that it
represents the interests of the
entire women population, or of all
the people of colour, or of an entire
caste group, not even of everyone
comprising a class per see. 

A Dalit woman living in a remote
village might have a different
understanding of a women's
movement than that of her upper-
caste urban counterpart. Even
though feminism might bring both
of them together on some 

aspects, remaining oblivious to their
differences may end up doing more
harm than good. 

Acknowledging the different scales
of marginalisation one can face
about their identities is
quintessentially what
intersectionality emphasizes on the
convoluted nature of relations and
further stratification even among
those with a shared identity is tough
to wrap their heads around for
researchers and activists alike. The
Dalit movement is an excellent
example for the same. 

Although Scheduled Castes,
both from the elite and cross-
sections of society, increasingly
prefer to identify themselves as
Dalits, particularly with relation
to caste-Hindus in the public
sphere, the identity is still in the
making. 

Like everyone else, Dalits do not
form a homogenous group.
They have multiple identities
depending on the context. 

There are Hindu, Muslim and
Christian Dalits as well as
Chamar Mahar, Jat and Vankar
Dalits to name a few. 

More importantly, the
community is socially and
economically stratified and
scattered over a vast area. The
class division among the Dalits,
therefore, is an important
determinant of Dalit politics. 

In such circumstances, when a
small section starts to dominate
others and corner economic and
political benefits, the rift in the
movement deepens. 

This is clearly visible through
the case of the Malas and the
Madigas in Andhra Pradesh. 
 The conflict between the
communities arose over the
issue of reservation of jobs. 

The Madigas consider the
Malas to hold a position of
economic and political
dominance over them, albeit
both of them being Dalits. The
former, therefore, fear that
'Dalit unity' means accepting
the perpetual dominance of
Malas so that they can capture
political power and corner
economic benefits. Cl
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Consequently, they try to maintain their traditional Jati identity. The latter, on the other hand, strive for 'Dalit
identity' and Dalit unity. It is not a tough job to sense the conflict brewing here between the traditional jati
identity and the new Dalit identity. 

This, obviously, poses a threat to the entire movement. The more oppressed class among the Dalits may end up
creating new cultural symbols and history other than the existing one created by the dominant elite in the
community. The segregation in the community would increase further in such a condition, weakening the
movement. 

Nonetheless, whatever might be the consequence for the movement, it definitely manifests how even an identity
like that of Dalit can be 'intersected' by factors like class and alternative identities. 
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With time, the feminist movements
started finding their base in new
environment. Campaigns which
began in late 1970s through city-
groups, started making an entry in
certain rural movements as well. 
The Karimnagar district in
Telangana, for instance, where
women had been especially active in
the landless labourers' movement
from the 1960s on, saw a new wave of
agitation. 

It started with a campaign against
the kidnapping of a woman called
Devamma, and the murder of her
husband, by a local landlord.
Eventually, the issues of wife beating
and landlord rape started coming up
in the rural setting. 

Meanwhile, in Bihar's Bodhgaya
district feminist issues were raised
by women in the socialist student's
organisation. 

The movement, which was
started as land reclamation
from the temple priest who
owned most of the land,
embarked on a campaign to
register plots in the names of
men as well as women.

It would not be appropriate to
ignore the issue of rape while
talking about intersectionalities
involving gender. 

Unlike the commonly held
belief, rape is about power and
not sex. 
Rape is about power and
violence in a social order where
women occupy a lower position
in the social ladder. 

Rapes internalise the
entrenched power relations and
the submission of women to
gender-biased norms. 

The intersections across caste, class
and gender oppression in India
traces a long history too. In the
nineteenth century, under the
leadership of Jyotiba Phule, Dalits
had also espoused women's rights
to education against purdah, and
for widow remarriage. 

Janwedana, a Dalit Marathi
newspaper, brought out a special
women's issue entitled 'In the Third
World Women Hold Up Half the
Sky,' a slogan borrowed from the
Chinese Revolution to make its
departure from First World
Feminism. 

Interestingly, the early women's
groups which declared themselves
to be 'feminist' were often drawn
from the Left, which, at least
theoretically, believed feminism to
be an extension of the bourgeois
and, thus, divisive. 

Unravelling Gender Issues
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The Nirbhaya case of 2012 triggered
one of the biggest gender related
movements of recent times. The
victim belonged to an urban middle
class background and was educated.
The perpetrators, on the other hand,
were migrants who lived in slums in
Delhi. 

Among other factors, it was the
identity of the victim, besides being a
woman, that made the case lead to a
movement. 

Almost every urban middle
class woman could relate to the
horrific night of December 16,
2012. 

The offense took place in the
heart of the capital. 

Rape could no longer be termed
a rural phenomenon and this
very fact meant that the urban
population sprang into protests
and wide-scale demonstrations. 

It is common to see character
assassination of the victim after an
instance of sexual violence. From
the dress the victim wore to the
time period for which they were
out, anything can be questioned,
justifying the claim that it is much
more about power than sex. 

While the discussion revolves
around power, it is obvious that
intersectionalities would come into
the consideration. The multiple
identities of a person, besides
gender, form an important part of
the experience of the person
concerned. 

Mrudula et al. (2013) state that
caste and gender are the two major
forms of discrimination in Indian
society and people simultaneously
belonging to both the minority
groups experience the majority of
the suffering and sexual violence. In
many villages, in order to settle
disputes and debts, lower caste
women are coerced to have sex with
men of higher caste. 

What is important to note here is
that upper caste women in the same
villages do not face this extent of
violence and discrimination, nor do
men of lower castes. It is those who
occupy the intersectionality of
gender and caste who are the major
victims of violence. 

Analysing Nirbhaya

MUST READS

The Probe August 2022 - 28



be imperative to do so to better
understand the power structure and
underlying patterns in such complex
cases. The world is confusingly
convoluted to a great extent and it is
tough to make sense of it. 

Defining the lived experiences of
people on any single identity would,
thus, be unsuitable and erroneous on
many levels. 

There are grades of discrimination
with each level being highly
complex. 

It was with the same idea that
Professor Crenshaw gave the concept
of Intersectionalities to understand 

the discrimination faced by
women of colour more
comprehensively. India being
one of the most, if not the most,
diverse and unequal nations in
the world is bound to have
intersectionalities on various
levels. 

It is acknowledging the same
which is required to do any
justice to the complexity of our
society. 

Such understanding needs to be
incorporated not only in
research but also, and perhaps
more importantly, in
policymaking. 

The brutal rape and murder of the
victim in the Nirbhaya case led to a
much needed discussion on
women's rights and instances of
violence on gender lines. The case,
meanwhile, was also affected by the
complex intersectionalities of class,
caste and gender in India. 

Even geography played a part in it.
The social status and identity of the
victim, along with the geography of
the case, played a crucial part in
catching national and international
attention. 

Although the case has not been
adequately studied yet through the
lens of intersectionalities, it would 

MUST 
READS

The Probe August 2022 - 29



               ately in its order, the Supreme Court stated

               that sex workers are entitled to dignity and

               equal protection under the law.  While   the

               term 'dignity'   and    'prostitution'     as     a

               profession don't seem   to  go   parallel with

 each other, it would be pretty exhilarating to note

how this verdict proposes to improve the

conditioning of sex workers in India.

This article attempts to unpack all this while

delving into the accurate picture.

Prostitution as a Profession: 

Talha Sarfraz 

They say necessity is the mother of all

inventions, perhaps, it was the need for survival

that birthed the very existence of Prostitution as

a profession. Prostitution is defined as the act or

practice of engaging in promiscuous sexual

relations for money or living. It has had a long

history and is believed to be one of the oldest

professions in the world. 
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The British left the country long ago, but the

profession of prostitution lingers on in the country.

The royal patronage that it enjoyed once at the

hands of kings and emperors soon turned into a

perpetual nightmare. Their deplorable conditions

and vile standard of living testify the same and

among all this, the recent order of the Supreme

court which looks forward to legalizing their

profession came as a ray of hope for thousands of

sex workers in the country. However, the legality of

the profession remains vague; its status has been

under a cloud that many over the years demand to

be changed.

Prostitution in India: A Brief
History 

The genesis of the profession can be traced
from ancient times. The practice of
prostitution is neither new nor unique to
India, the roots of the same are deeply
embedded in our age-old traditions. Many of
the scriptures verify the same with there being
mentions of prostitution in the Rig Veda. In
medieval India, the tawaifs served the nobility
in dance, music, etc. This was a very
rudimentary form of prostitution that later
evolved into sexual favours from common
people.

Later, In the 18th century, it is reported that the

British Military established and maintained

brothels for its troops to use across India. It is

believed that girls even from their early teens

belonging to poor, rural Indian families were

recruited by the military and paid directly for their

exploitation.

Nevertheless, the profession remains a symbol of

the most abhorrent, and horrendous way of

exploiting a person for personal gain even when

pursued voluntarily. While the recent order of the

apex court attempts to erode a small thin layer of a

deep-rooted problem, we take a closer look at the

profession's history in India and what the current

verdict means for millions of sex workers.
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While the profession has been long
prevalent in the country, the question
around its legality is not very certain or
clear. Interestingly, prostitution is not
illegal in the country,  however, certain
activities under prostitution are punishable
by the law, for instance, running or
owning a brothel, pimping, or for that
matter, according to the Immoral Traffic
Prevention Act, making an earning from
prostitution is a subject of punishment by
the law. 

This involves procuring or abducting
workers as well. Furthermore, sex workers
are supposed to maintain a distance of at
least 200 meters from a public place. In
other words, the work should prevail in an
isolated area, far from the sight of a
common public place which puts the
legality of the profession under the bar. 

The Legality of the Profession in India:
Ambiguous or Clear?

These unclear rules push them further into the
pit marked by grave exploitation,
marginalisation, and isolation. They not only
get devoid of access to basic human rights but
are also promised the worst of both worlds,
meaning, that not only do they become a
subject of fatal discrimination but are also at
the risk of losing the basic legal protection
granted by the constitution. It pushes them
towards the periphery of society and this
divorce from the mainstream society
guarantees them a more heinous form of
exploitation. Therefore, the observations
made by the Supreme Court look promising
to ameliorate their present condition.
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The Supreme Court's
Decision: A Game Changer?

"Notwithstanding the profession, every
individual in this country has a right to a
dignified life under article 21."

With these words, the Supreme Court recognized

prostitution as a profession and said sex workers,

like any other profession, are entitled to dignity and

equal protection under the law. 

The conditions of sex workers in India are

horrifying and disastrous, they have been a victim

of emotional, physical, and psychological trauma

from time immemorial. Their living conditions are

deplorable, often characterised by narrow streets,

smelly localities, and small rooms with poor

hygiene, all of these contribute to the deterioration

of their health. As everything remains unchecked,

diseases like HIV, Cervical Cancer, STIs, etc increase

and aggravate their problem further.

Their battle against the stigma and taboo attached

to their work makes them bereft of their ability and

right to ensure healthy well-being. Their children

also encounter the problem of getting admission

into schools as a repercussion of this, rendering

them a tiny part of the vicious and perpetual cycle,

with the male children generally taking up pimping

or other small jobs in the red light areas itself and

the female children assuming the role of to-be-sex

workers. One cannot imagine what it is like to not

know how to dream.

India's highest court heard the appeal of a man

convicted of killing a sex worker almost ten years

ago. The judges affirmed the decision and began

their own appeal: They sent a group to look into

measures to enhance working conditions for

prostitutes while also avoiding human trafficking

and offering exit routes for individuals who wish to

quit the industry. Today, the proceedings of the

same, as we can see, have led to this recent

judgement.
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However, if we were to emancipate them in the

real sense we need to dig deeper and come up

with a plausible solution that can eradicate their

predicament. It is indispensable to note that the

mere legalising or regulating of their profession

won't be a saviour for them. Be it voluntary or

involuntary, what remains uncontested here is

the need to create a safe alternative passage for

their smooth transition to a dignified life. 

No matter how much we emphasise the aspect of

the much-deserved dignity in this profession, to be

a mere part of the profession tears up the base of

the very respect the court is talking about. 

Keeping all this in mind, it appears that SC's

decision could ameliorate their problem to some

degree. With the order, the Supreme Court hopes to

reduce the stigma that is attached to the profession

of prostitution. The order mandates that the police

take the complaint, sexual or of another nature, of a

sex worker seriously. This has long been an issue

for sex workers. They allege that their complaints  

 of rape aren’t taken seriously and are ignored by

the police authorities.

The Probe August 2022 - 34



One needs to realize that voluntary sex work is

not what it appears in the first place with there

being plenty unraveled. What has often been

cited as 'voluntary' hides the height of

helplessness, abandonment and stigma that

they face the moment they step out of those

isolated areas. The boundaries between Choice

and Compulsion blur down as initial

Compulsion later masks itself with Choice.

Indubitably, the verdict of SC is a step in the

right direction, yet, connecting these steps with

affirmative actions by the government can

safeguard their future and extensively kill

both the birds (Choice or Compulsion) with a

single stone.
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M E T A M O R P H I C  
M É L O M A N E

   an is a social
animal, they
say. Our
existence
thrives on the
                                                                     

heavenly harmonies, and
magnificent melodies of music
are enough to gladden our
gatherings whilst silently
suffusing our solitudes.
                                                                     
Songs are a potent tool that
allows us to escape into a world
that doesn't exist. For many, and
in many instances, there can be
pitfalls in life, and in times of
crisis, sometimes fabrication is 

And the most
 illustrious and
 celebrated 
language of the 
heart in this entire 
world is music.
 Music knows 
no boundaries, which is why it has
been embedded 
into every culture 
and has such a rich and remarkable
history. Have you ever wondered
what makes your soul murmur to
the alleviating notes of ‘La Vie en
rose’ and your feet frolic to the
bopping beats of ‘Despacito’? We
humans may fail to recall our past
episodes but we never forget how
those experiences made us feel.
Good music has the power to
transcend us through time and
space. The perplexing epiphanies, 
                                                          

By  Vidisha Yashaswini

M
 connections that we make; the
relationships that we form
throughout our lives- be it with
the living, dead, or inanimate.
These affiliations delimitate our
choices, our ambience, and
preeminently, our fate.
                                                                                              
But how are we able to connect
with certain entities in ways we
can’t possibly explain? How can
someone or something
influence our entire disposition?
How are we able to understand
so much by knowing so little?
The answer to these debriefs
been rightfully pointed out by
the ancient philosopher Rumi-

"The heart has its own
language. The heart
knows a hundred

thousand ways to speak."
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is needed to convince someone
that life is worth living. Also, if the
person or yourself is trapped in
what appears to be a hopeless
situation, some facet of hope can
turn out to be life-
changing.“Music saved my life.”
Some call the phrase accurate and
connect to it. Some say it's
overplayed and has lost its
meaning. Some discredit it for not
making literal sense. Regardless of
how you perceive it, something
about the phrase has caught on and
resonated with a mass number of
people, which is truly remarkable.

During his interview with CNN in
February 2018, the world-
renowned best-selling British
concert pianist James Rhodes said
that from when he was 6 years old,
he was repeatedly sexually abused
by a gym teacher at his private
school.

The teacher was arrested but died
in 2011 before he could be brought
to trial. In the midst of all that
darkness and abuse, something
broke through: music.
"I was 7. I heard a piece of music
by Bach and literally, everything
changed. It was like, for the first
time in my life, two things
happened: Firstly, I had a way of
expressing things that I couldn't
find the words to express --
because that's what music does, it
goes underneath words," he says.
"And secondly, I realized that if
something that beautiful exists in
the world, it can't be a hundred-
per cent awful."

 “Music gives a soul to the
universe, wings to the mind,

flight to the imagination, and life
to everything”

-Plato
                                                                                    

In 1941, Polish violinist Józef
Kropinski was sent to Auschwitz,
located in southern Poland (then
occupied by Nazi forces) as he was
involved     in     publishing     an

In this era of discovery, umpteen
sets of musical compositions
 have been recovered
 from various 
refugee camps of 
worldwar II, 
suggesting 
how the 
oppressed 
and crestfallen 
émigrés in nazi 
“death” camps
 found their 
sanctuary and 
seclusion in music.

underground newspaper.
Kropinski, then 26, joined the

camp orchestra. He managed to
write 10 compositions in

Auschwitz, according 
to his son, even as his
 comrades died every 

day. He would
 hide at 

 

Józef Krpinski

James Rhodes
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 "W
ithout music,   life would be a mistake"

night, in a room piled with
human cadavers, and write
music by the light of a single
candle.

Czech composer Rudolf Karel,
who was associated with anti-
Nazi resistance and later
captured by the Gestapo in 1943
drafted a five-act opera, an
optimistic and joyous
composition titled Three Hairs
of the Wise Old Man while was
held at Terezín concentration
camp, in the Czech Republic,
where prisoners were kept
before they were sent for
extermination. The score was
written on various pieces of
toilet paper

with charcoal provided by a
warden in the hospital section,
who also helped smuggle out the
music and kept them hidden with
his daughter’s homework.

In a skype conversation with the
Indian Express,55-year-old Italian
musicologist, researcher, and
musician Franceso Lotoro
mentioned that his current
collection of musical scores is about
8,000 and includes melodies
written in concentration camps
and in military captivity between
1933 and 1953.

All the evidence mentioned
above further solidifies the
notion of musical redemption.
How our forerunners have been
maneuvering musical
compositions to offer resistance
to their inevitable death knells.
Music gave them purpose, it
made them feel that they were a
part of something bigger in this
gargantuan cosmos.

Times have certainly changed.
Predominant populations of
men are no more prisoners of
some wars. But we still identify
with them in terms of one
unswerving reality- each one of
us is imprisoned within our own
mental and emotional barriers.
Each one of us seeks refuge in
music!

Friedrich Nietzsche

Rudolph Karel

Franceso Loreto

Eminem
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One good thing ab
out music is when it hits you, you feel no pain 

Mathers had a turbulent childhood,
marked by poverty and allegations
of abuse. At age 14 he began
rapping in clubs in Detroit,
Michigan, and, when unexcused
absences kept him in the ninth
grade for the third year, he quit
school, determined to make it in
hip-hop music. And now, we
recognize him as the prominent
pop-star Eminem.

Not only composing but merely
listening to a certain song curated
to our mental state helps in
amortizing our
Norepinephrine(stress hormone)
levels with the help of
seretonnin(happy hormones).
Music heals you can comnect with
a fellow melomaniac with the 
    same music taste as yours

therefore, I won't be completely
wrong in stating that music
rekindles old relationships whilst
brewing new bonds. This universal
language of mankind has been
ceaselessly contributing to its
elevation by compelling us to
think, feel, express, and evolve.
And it will continue to do so; for
none of us and our
groundbreaking technologies have
the capability to unyoke music or
harmony from this universe. 

the cherubic chirping of the birds,
music has been deeply entrenched
in this cosmos and has always
rescued its doleful and dismal
subjects whenever they needed it,
including me. Music helped me
redeem myself during some of the
most atrocious episodes of my life.
Music metamorphosed me into a
more confident, calm, and
contented version of myself. And if
there is anyone out there who is
feeling dejected or is unable to
unravel his/her perspective and
purpose, you are never alone. Just
sit back, relax, play a  track of your
favorite artist/ band, or just perch
in peace and let the universe render
its stirring symphony in your
heart.

There is music everywhere, you
just need the soul to sense it. In the
tuneful twinkling of the stars, the
soft surfing of the waves, and 

- B
ob Marley
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A Puppet or a Free Actor:
On Origins of Morality 

Parth Pruthi
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ould you be able to

strangle this child to

death? What if you are

told that this    child   is

Adolf Hitler? Moral evil of murder vs

Moral good of saving 6 million lives.

Will the moral considerations change

if a more painful/painless method is

an option?

Nature, Nurture and 
Moral Development 

When is an act of taking life justified?

In self defence? In defence of family

members? In defence of fellow

countrymen in a war? 

The questions are endless and the

answers are messy, the point of this

inquiry though is to explore how these

moral considerations originate.

There is a lot of variance in what one

society considers as 'good'. Morality is

subject to a lot of factors including

religion, culture, politics, etc. Some

religions might teach that killing any

life is evil while others might include

animal sacrifice in their rituals.

Clearly, a person's morality depends

on things learned after birth. 

Yale researchers Paul Bloom and

Karen Wynn in a study in 2010

showed babies as young as three

months old have some grasp of

fairness. They found that while

watching a live show of different

shaped wooden blocks on a hill where

the shapes corresponded to different

characters that would either help or

hinder each other, babies preferred

looking at helpful characters for

longer durations.

The results were consistent for

different shapes and colours, so it was

not that infants preferred some shapes

or colours over others. This indicates

that some preference for altruistic

social behaviour is present even as

early as 3 months after birth, when

the scope for learning is not much.

Conventionally, morality is thought to

be something that can be reasoned.

Law tries to hold agents who can

reason more accountable than those

who can't. Our formative years have a

strong emphasis on our moral

education and rightly so. These

observations also happen to be those

that align with standard models of

moral development in psychology. The

current dominant model for this was

given by a psychologist Lawrence

Kohlberg.

Kohlberg's theory formulates that

moral development takes place in 6

stages, each successive stage more

adequate to deal with moral dilemmas.

These stages are the result of cognitive

development, showing that as we age

to become better reasoners, we also

become better moral reasoners. Not

surprising.

How much of it is innate though? The assumption of rationality is

implicit here and runs supreme in

many other popular models of moral

development as well. If given the

"right" reasons, people will make the

"right" decisions. However, evidence

and developments in the field of

moral psychology suggest that the

rationality assumption doesn't hold

as strongly as previously thought. 
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Much of the evidence indicates that

our introspection is unreliable.

Kohlberg and his contemporaries in

the field conducted experiments that

would typically involve describing

situations and moral dilemmas to

people and would record their

responses and reasonings in

questionnaires. However, the evidence

later emerged that we are champions

of backward reasoning. 

Moral psychologists, not completely

satisfied with previous models,

showed in their experiments how

moral judgements preceded reasoning,

contrary to earlier claims that people

would think carefully and make moral

decisions. 

Proponents of this view argue that the

reasons that people give for their

judgments in response to moral

dilemmas are not the reasons they use

to make moral judgments, rather they

make moral judgements according to

their innate intuitions, and then come

up with reasons in an effort to

minimise cognitive dissonance so that

those reasons are coherent with

previously held beliefs or what is

expected of them.

Jonathan Haidt, one of the popular

psychologists who back this view

illustrated this in one of his studies.

Subjects involved in his experiments

were described situations of incest

where the chance of pregnancy was

zero. Subjects were repulsed and said

that the situation was wrong.

Interestingly, when they were asked

why they found the situation so

repulsive and wrong, they were

dumbfounded. They would initially

say that incest causes birth defects or

it will cause pain and awkwardness to

friends or family, but the zero

pregnancy condition took care of that.

When pressed further, the responses

could be summed up as "it just feels

wrong". Haidt argues, “The emotional

brain generates the verdict. It

determines what is right and what is

wrong… The rational brain, on the

other hand, explains the verdict. It

provides reason, but those reasons all

come after the fact.”
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Insular cortex is the part of the brain

that is involved in processing disgust.

Show people under fMRI machines,

images of rotten food or dead

carcasses, insular cortex lights up and

there is increased metabolic and

electrical activity in this region. When

subjects are described instances of

incest, this region again shows

increased activity. This explains why

subjects were repulsed, but could not

tell rationally, why so. Many animal

species have evolved mechanisms to

prevent incest, our's happen to be one

that makes us feel disgusted by it.

Now, it is more or less accepted that

morality is a function of both intuition

and deliberate reasoning, the debate in

the field is of how much weights do we

need to assign to them. The debate

certainly is not a new one, David

Hume and Immanuel Kant, the famous

enlightenment philosophers argued

along similar lines. Hume stated

radically, "We speak not strictly and

philosophically when we talk of the

combat of passion and of reason.

Reason is and ought only to be the

slave of the passions, and can never

pretend to any other office than to

serve and obey them", Kant in an

effort to refute him came up with his

rationalist ethical theory, trying to

rationally deduce foundations of

ethics.

The age of enlightenment, known for

highly influential debates in

philosophy and science can also be

credited to have carefully dissected an

important presupposition of any moral

discussion and common

understanding of moral behaviour -

‘free will’. What happens when this

assumption is taken away?

Ontological attack on Free Will

On August 1, 1966, Charles Whitman, a

U.S. marines veteran, opened fire in

the university of Texas, killing 14

people. He was taken down by police

after 96 minutes of open firing. Before

this, he also murdered his wife and

mother despite explicitly stating in a

note, that he loved both woman

deeply. Whitman maintained a daily

diary, in his last notes, he requested

an autopsy of his remains, for he

couldn't understand what was wrong

with him.

Autopsy of his brain later revealed a

brain tumour pressing near his

amygdala, the part of the brain

responsible for flight and fight

responses, fear and aggression. A

reason thought to be behind his

aggressive anti-social behaviour. 
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Physical and biological determinism

claim that people who don't have any

such condition are equally not

responsible for their actions, that free

will doesn't exist and try to eliminate it

from our ontology, the set of things we

believe exist. 

As far as agency is

confirmed, determinists

argue that no one is

ever responsible for

their actions.

In a hypothetical world, where

Whitman is caught alive and his brain

tumour has been detected, he would be

sent to an asylum or medical facility

instead of prison. In many parts of the

world, this is the standard procedure

for criminals having some underlying

condition known to have a causal

connection to their crime or related

triggers. Menstruation, brain tumour,

eating junk food and taking anabolic

steroids are many of the reasons that

lawyers have successfully used to get

less severe convictions for their clients. 

How harshly should Whitman and

many like him be punished when

underlying causes of their behaviours

are known and are not in their control?

Do they have as much control on their

behaviour as we have? 

Morality presumes free will, freedom to

act or not. Any discussion of morality is

only applicable to those who have

agency. Hence, animals, infants,

robots(so far) etc. are not considered

moral actors. 

We understand that many like

Whitman don't have much control on

their behaviour, they should be held

accountable not to make them feel

guilty but because they are a threat to

society. It is less about morality and

more about pragmatic choices. The

scope of discussion gets constrained by

their condition.

Consider a thought experiment, where a

man is holding someone at gunpoint,

with fingers on the trigger. If we could

know all the laws of physics, current

position and momentum of all particles

in nature, we could in theory predict

whether he would pull the trigger or

not. Determinism argues that every

event is causally linked with an event

in the previous instance which is

determined by previous instance and so

on till the beginning of time. 

The causal link can in theory be

established at a molecular level as well

but that's not necessary, the causation

in terms of events is sufficient to show

that there is no freedom whatsoever at

any point in the timeline. 

Biological determinism claims that we

don't even have to know all the laws of

nature, what we know of the brain and

neurobiology is enough to show the

incompatibility of free will. The

rationale is that every behaviour is

determined by electrical impulses in

our nervous system, these impulses are

transmitted with the help of

neurotransmitters, the

neurotransmitters are mediated and

determined by hormonal activity,

which is further determined by

immediate environment, upbringing,

prenatal environment, and genes. Genes

are then influenced by evolutionary

pressures over a million years and so

on. 
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So who should be blamed? Do we need

to redefine the concepts of blame and

responsibility? How would societies

function then? I would let the readers

ponder on these questions, for I myself

don't have any answers.

Reversing the time clock, if we alter any

point in the timeline, we can change

whether the man will pull the trigger or

not. If he pulls the trigger, we all will be

inclined to think that he could have

done otherwise, but determinism shows

he couldn't have.

If no one is ever responsible for their

behaviour, what happens to constructs

of guilt, reward and punishment?

This ontological attack on free will

transforms discussions on morality, it

only gets more complex. This discussion

is not just philosophical, if determinism

is true, there are serious ramifications

for the legal systems and our

understanding of punishment and

retribution. How should law punish a

person who doesn't have any ailment, is

healthy by all standards, but commits a

crime because their genes and early

environment makes them predisposed

to certain behaviours? 
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 he following article is  

a review of the book,

Rumours of Spring by Farah

Bashir  which  is  essentially 

an account of her childhood

experiences in the blood stained

Kashmir of the 1990s.

“ Page after page, Farah

Bashir juxtaposes heart

stopping terror and

beauty in a stunning

memoir of life and love

under a bloody military

occupation. ” 
~ Mirza Waheed

“Farah humanises the

violence in a heartrending

way and makes you reflect on

the kind of life it must have

been for a young girl growing

up in constant curfew, with

sounds of gunfire and convoys

and the perpetual talk of

death.”

Among the repertoire of  books about

Kashmir’s history and political

trajectory, this one is notable because

it presents the unique perspective of a

girl on Kashmir. The corroboration of

events with first hand experiences

provides a deep insight into the

continuously troubled life of Kashmiris

in general, and Bashir in particular.

Kashmir has been a site of prolonged

conflict and thus is often viewed

objectively  through the lens of politics

and violence. However, as Mandira

Moddie, the Editor at The Hindu

writes:

Does the thought of death terrify

you? Well, it's very natural to be

scared of death. Consider someone

who is always surrounded by death

and has to commonly confront near

death experiences; how casual is

death for them? Will they be afraid

to die or will they confront death by

looking at it in the eye to protect

their loved ones? What about a

teenage girl who envisions a

blossoming adolescence with the

freedom to live life on her own terms

but these dreams are shattered in the

face of violence and terror that

dominated the lives of people in the

Kashmir of 1990s?

 This is the story told in the book

‘Rumours of Spring’, an account of

personal experiences narrated by

Bashir who grew up in this context of

immense political turmoil and military

unrest. 

The book, through Bashir’s story,

also represents, to a certain extent,

the experiences of the women of

Kashmir. Bashir writes extensively

about her relationship and

memories with her grandmother,

whom she affectionately calls

‘Bobeh’, shedding light on the

special bonds formed between

generations of women in such

difficult times.  The book is divided

into six parts- Evening, Night, Early

Hours, Dawn, Morning and Afterlife,

with each part touching on different

facets of Bashir’s life. Bashir has

beautifully tried to embody all

aspects of her daily life in  the book

and makes comparisons between

life in Kashmir before and after the

1990s.
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What stands out in the book is the

importance of newspapers in Bashir’s

life. She has vividly described her

newspaper reading sessions, talking

about how they were a window into the

more “normal” world outside of

Kashmir. At her home, two newspapers

were delivered- an Indian newspaper

and the Kashmir Dailies. The Indian

newspaper had colourful

advertisements, comic pages,

crosswords and horoscope readings

which was in stark contrast to the

Kashmiri newspaper which she termed

as a “report card of death”, containing

pages of unpalatable happenings -

horrific headlines which turned

ordinary people into statistics, mass

killings, firings on unarmed protestors,

grenade blasts killing civilians and

troops, photographs of men with

disfigured faces and gaping mouths.

They were enough to make any person

feel restless. Amongst all these reports

of grotesque happenings was a section

of the newspaper that brought Bashir

much solace- the obituaries section.

She spent most of her time reading

those as it was “consoling to know that

people were still dying of old age,

illnesses, under ordinary

circumstances, of natural causes and

some from accidents too.

Bashir has tried to explain the

oppressive atmosphere of the curfew

that has been sewn intimately into

the daily lives of the Kashmiris. 

 They were fortunate to go without

being blown into pieces, dying of

stray bullets or from torture in

massacres.” They were not “lumped

together” or “thrown into some

unnamed, unmarked grave or ditch”

and were given the respect that the

end of any human life deserves. Thus,

seeing Bobeh’s name in the

obituaries section brought about a

sense of ease within her.

Performing the funeral rites and

carrying on traditions can become

a challenge,  peeking from a

window can lead to death by a

bullet fired by the military forces, 

 as happened with one of Bashir’s

relatives. She has even talked

about her own experience of

suffering from severe period

cramps at night but not being able

to fetch the medicine from the

other room out of fear of putting

her family in danger. These

descriptions make palpable to the

reader the distressing nature of

everyday life in Kashmir. In the

eyes of the army, all are seen as

potential or active militants and

hence, there is little consideration

for people’s emotions. It only

proves the irony of the situation -

the curfew that is put for the

“safety” of the Kashmiris does

more harm than good. 
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During these years of intense conflict,

studying was one of the biggest

challenges. Going to school and coming

back safe was perceived as a miracle.

While the thought of school often elicits

a grudging response from most

children across India, for the kids in

Kashmir, whose schools would be shut

for indefinite periods, there is a longing

to go to school; especially for girls, it

was nothing less than an everyday

struggle. The children felt the

suffocating atmosphere of their city

and desperately wanted to complete

their education and move out of

Srinagar so that they could lead a

“normal” life. A rural school in Kashmir

Adolescence is that part of life when a

person wants to experience everything.

So wasn’t it normal for kids in Kashmir

also to visualise a very exciting and

adventurous teenage life? Little did

they know, that adventure would

include taking shelter when tons of

bullets were being fired on the streets

or living under the fear of being

kidnapped by the militants or captured

by the army,  instead of hanging out

with friends or dressing up in the most

fashionable outfit they could get their

hands on. 

Being a teenager, Bashir also had

certain dreams about enjoying her

senior years at school by wearing high

ponytails, skirts and rolled down socks.

However, till the time she attained that

age, hardliner factions promulgated

Islamic codes for women that

denounced Western ways of living and

ordered women and girls to cover their

heads with scarves. People not adhering

to these instructions had to bear the

repercussions. To substantiate her

point, Bashir mentions the example of

her classmate Nuzhat who was attacked

with acid for wearing jeans.

The idea of a high school love tops

the list of every teenager’s fantasy.  

Bashir writes about being in love

with a boy named Wasim who

lived outside Kashmir and with

whom she used to communicate

by writing love letters. A perfect

love story isn't it? However, not all

love stories have a happy ending

and neither did this one. After the

central post office was put on fire

by the militants, there was no way

left for contacting him and thus,

the ‘long distance’ love soon

turned into ‘lost love’. It is not

surprising, then, that she suffered

from palpitations, stress and

sleeplessness and was eventually

diagnosed with PTSD- an

abbreviation which her friend

jokingly said should stand for

Perennially Traumatic Stress

Disorder, signifying the perennial

nature of danger and curfews

plaguing Kashmir.
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“Children no longer play hide
and seek or hopscotch in
courtyards, rather these days
it was common to see children
enact scenes of “encounter”
between the troops and the
militants or be busy making
toy guns out of wooden planks
and discarded wires.”

However, for people living in

Kashmir after 1990, it did not bring

any hope of a new and better life,

rather it was just a “perpetual

rumour” that clouded their lives

with uncertainty. The book begins

with two deaths- one of Bobeh

which was real, and the other, of

her adolescence, which was

symbolic. With every turn of the

page, Bashir has managed to

effectively make us a part of her

life, feel every word written in the

book as if this life was our own,

making us realise the reality of the

lives of Kashmiris, especially

adolescent girls. Being surrounded

by danger and fear of losing their

loved ones. For these teenagers,

creativity, enthusiasm, and

innovation took a back seat. What

also becomes apparent to the

readers is an intense craving for

normalcy, instances of which are

few within the book.

For someone deeply interested in

looking at the history of Kashmir

from a perspective that hasn’t been

explored yet, this book would open

the doors of Kashmir’s purportedly

enigmatic past.

Through her memories, we get to know

about how various political and violent

incidents affected her personally and the

future of Kashmir in general. The exodus

of Kashmiri pandits and Sikhs is referred

to when her classmate Laxmisree Kaul

suddenly disappears with her family in

1990 to never be seen again. The

demolition of Babri Masjid in Ayodhya

and the siege and subsequent desecration

of the Hazratbal Shrine in 1993

postponed the exams for an

indeterminate period and Bashir writes

about how she lost all her resolve to do

well in the exams. She realised the

futility of scoring a distinction because in

a world that was falling apart and where

people were struggling to stay alive,

every activity except praying and staying

cautious seemed pointless.

Life drastically took a turn in Kashmir

after 1990, the once scenic and peaceful

valley had been throttled and imbrued.

Crackdowns, ceasefire and unrest had

become part of daily life in Kashmir,

restricting the simple joys of life. Salons

and cinemas were shut indefinitely.

Kashmir was no longer “heaven”, but

was approaching the path to hell.  As

Bashir writes:

However, despite the repressed

atmosphere, Bashir found small

moments that brought her immense

happiness and joy. She enjoyed the

delicious food prepared by her mother

and secretly danced to songs in the

afternoons. Although moments of

happiness were few, Bashir tried to

make the most of them. 

The title ‘Rumours of Spring’ is an

ode to life after 1990 in Kashmir.

Spring symbolises hope, nourishment

and rejuvenation after enduring long

and harsh winter months. 
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